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Midtown Mid-Block 

Crossings 

Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan, New York City Department of Transportation 
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Spring 

2012 



Location 



Background 

Community Board request to 

improve connections between 

POPS (Privately Owned Public 

Spaces) 



W. 56 St. 

W. 55 St. 

W. 54 St. 

W. 53 St. 

W. 52 St. 

W. 51 St. 

W. 57 St. 

Background 

No stop controls, no crosswalks 

Parked vehicles obstruct driver- 

pedestrian visibility 



• Pavement markings 

• Signal timing 

• New signage 

• Painted and/or textured surfaces 

• Flexible delineators  

 

Toolkit 

Forsyth St 

Allen St 



Painted Sidewalk 

Extension Examples 

Canal St at E. Broadway 

Lower East Side 

Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn 

Toolkit 



W. 55 St. 

W. 54 St. 

W. 53 St. 

W. 52 St. 

W. 51 St. 

W. 57 St. 

W. 56 St. 

W. 54 St. 

W. 53 St. 

Proposal 



Proposal 

• Stop Signs 

• Raised Crosswalk (at some) 

• Warning markings 

• New sidewalk pedestrian ramps 

• Painted “neckdowns” 

• Cross-street signage 



Benefits 

• New + short crosswalks  

• Crosswalks turning conflict free 

• Offers improved pedestrian circulation 

on long blocks 

• Allows arcades to fulfill their potential  

• Calms cross-town vehicular traffic 
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W. 55 St. 

W. 54 St. 

W. 53 St. 

W. 52 St. 

W. 51 St. 

W. 57 St. 

Current Foot Traffic 
Peak Hour Mid-

Block Pedestrian 

Crossings 100 FT 

Adjacent to 

Arcade 

Entrances 

W. 56 St. 



428 

585 

499 

459 

475 
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W. 55 St. 

W. 54 St. 

W. 53 St. 

W. 52 St. 

W. 51 St. 

W. 57 St. 

Current Vehicle Traffic Peak Hour Mid-

Week Mid-Day 

Volumes 

W. 56 St. 

428 

7 veh/minute 

10 veh/minute 

8 veh/minute 

8 veh/minute 

7 veh/minute 

8 veh/minute 



W. 51st Street 

Looking North 



View North 

W. 52nd Street 

View South 



View South 

View North 

W. 53rd Street 



W. 54th Street 

View North.  

View South 



W. 55th Street 

View North  

View South  

Public 

 Access 



View North View South 

Public Access 

Public Access 

W. 56th Street 



W. 57th Street 

View South 

Public Access 

W. 57th Street between 6th and 7th 

Avenues signalized in February – 

unrelated to this project 



Plan Summary 

Six stop controlled 
crosswalks connecting mid-
block arcades between W. 
51st and 57th Streets 



nyc.gov/dot 
Thank 

You 


