
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

EASTERN DIVISION 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,  ) 
) No. 08 CR 888 

Plaintiff, ) 
 ) Honorable James B. Zagel 

vs. ) Judge Presiding 
)  

ROD BLAGOJEVICH, )  
)  

Defendant. ) 

DEFENDANT ROD BLAGOJEVICH’S SUPPLEMENTAL 
SENTENCING LETTERS 

NOW COMES the Defendant, ROD BLAGOJEVICH, by his attorneys, and in 

anticipation of the sentencing hearing in this Honorable Court, respectfully submits the 

attached letters for consideration at sentencing. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Melissa A. Matuzak 
MELISSA A. MATUZAK 

Leonard C. Goodman 
53 West Jackson Blvd., Suite 1650 
Chicago, IL 60604 
(312) 986-1984 

Melissa A. Matuzak 
53 West Jackson Blvd., Suite 1650 
Chicago, IL 60604 
(312) 986-1985 
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July	  30,	  2016	  

	  

Dear	  Judge	  Zagel,	  

	  

It	  has	  been	  almost	  five	  years	  since	  I	  last	  put	  pen	  to	  paper	  to	  plead	  the	  case	  for	  leniency	  and	  mercy	  for	  my	  husband	  Rod	  

and	  our	  family.	  	  It	  seems	  like	  a	  lifetime	  ago.	  	  	  

	  

I	  looked	  back	  at	  the	  letter	  I	  wrote	  last	  time,	  and	  everything	  I	  wrote	  is	  still	  applicable	  today.	  	  The	  only	  difference	  is	  that	  

the	  thing	  we	  feared	  most	  came	  true	  when	  you	  imposed	  a	  14-‐year	  sentence	  upon	  Rod.	  

	  

We	  have	  fought	  hard	  over	  the	  last	  five	  years	  to	  keep	  our	  family	  together.	  I	  did	  the	  quick	  math	  and	  estimate	  we	  have	  

spent	  over	  1,200	  hours	  talking	  on	  the	  telephone	  with	  Rod.	  	  	  He	  calls	  every	  night.	  	  I	  can	  think	  of	  only	  a	  handful	  of	  nights	  

that	  he	  couldn’t	  call	  because	  the	  phone	  lines	  were	  down.	  	  300	  minutes	  a	  month	  (400	  during	  November	  and	  December)	  

are	  allotted	  to	  each	  inmate,	  and	  we	  use	  them	  up.	  	  We	  can	  also	  email	  him,	  but	  unfortunately	  we	  can	  only	  send	  text.	  	  I	  

cannot	  send	  photos	  of	  special	  events	  or	  video	  of	  milestones	  that	  he	  is	  missing.	  	  	  We	  have	  also	  visited	  Rod	  in	  Denver	  

more	  than	  20	  times,	  and	  going	  to	  the	  low	  security	  facility	  in	  the	  first	  few	  years	  was	  was	  particularly	  hard	  for	  our	  

daughters.	  	  	  

	  

Why	  do	  we	  put	  in	  the	  effort?	  	  We	  put	  in	  the	  effort	  because	  Rod	  is	  a	  great	  husband	  and	  father	  and	  he	  is	  worth	  the	  wait.	  	  

Through	  the	  force	  of	  his	  dedication	  to	  our	  family,	  he	  has	  remained	  relevant	  in	  our	  lives.	  	  Rod	  has	  been	  there	  with	  advice	  

and	  a	  sympathetic	  ear	  for	  our	  daughters	  as	  they	  struggle	  through	  life	  with	  a	  very	  recognizable	  last	  name	  and	  the	  burden	  

that	  comes	  with	  it.	  	  He	  has	  been	  there	  to	  encourage	  them	  when	  they	  are	  down	  and	  to	  guide	  them	  in	  decisions	  that	  need	  

to	  be	  made.	  	  He	  has	  cheered	  on	  their	  accomplishments	  and	  consoled	  them	  when	  they	  have	  fallen	  short	  of	  their	  goals.	  	  	  

	  

Rod	  has	  been	  a	  support	  to	  me	  in	  my	  role	  as	  sole	  breadwinner	  and	  single	  parent	  -‐	  a	  position	  that	  is	  more	  difficult	  than	  I	  

could	  have	  ever	  imagined.	  	  Always	  the	  eternal	  optimist,	  Rod	  has	  helped	  me	  through	  many	  dark	  days,	  when	  the	  

responsibilities	  seemed	  overwhelming	  and	  unending.	  	  	  

	  

The	  unfortunate	  fact,	  though,	  is	  that	  all	  the	  phone	  calls	  and	  emails	  and	  visits	  cannot	  fill	  the	  void	  of	  his	  absence.	  	  They	  

cannot	  come	  close	  to	  replacing	  his	  physical	  presence	  in	  our	  lives.	  	  	  There	  have	  been	  milestones	  missed	  that	  can	  never	  be	  

made	  up.	  	  Amy	  will	  never	  graduate	  high	  school	  again,	  or	  go	  to	  prom,	  or	  have	  her	  first	  day	  of	  college.	  	  For	  Amy,	  who	  is	  

turning	  20	  days	  before	  the	  hearing,	  even	  the	  good	  memories	  from	  before	  our	  trouble	  started	  have	  been	  spoiled	  by	  what	  

came	  after.	  Without	  Rod	  here,	  events	  that	  should	  be	  joyful	  celebrations	  are	  just	  cruel	  reminders	  of	  his	  absence,	  with	  an	  

undercurrent	  of	  sadness	  at	  every	  school	  play,	  piano	  recital,	  or	  ice-‐skating	  competition.	  	  As	  Annie’s	  early	  childhood	  begins	  

to	  fade	  away,	  her	  ability	  to	  have	  a	  normal	  relationship	  with	  her	  father	  also	  diminishes	  as	  he	  has	  now	  been	  imprisoned	  

for	  one	  third	  of	  her	  life.	  	  
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What	  is	  hard	  for	  us,	  is	  torture	  for	  Rod.	  	  Rod	  knows	  the	  short	  window	  of	  Amy	  and	  Annie’s	  childhoods	  is	  rapidly	  closing,	  

and	  not	  being	  able	  to	  be	  here	  to	  provide	  for,	  protect,	  and	  support	  them	  properly	  is	  the	  worst	  punishment	  you	  could	  

inflict	  upon	  him.	  I	  know	  he	  has	  suffered	  profoundly	  knowing	  the	  harm	  he	  has	  done	  to	  his	  family,	  and	  that	  suffering	  

grows	  more	  and	  more	  with	  every	  year	  that	  passes.	  	  	  	  I	  know	  it	  affects	  him	  more	  than	  the	  loss	  of	  his	  office,	  status,	  and	  

liberty	  all	  put	  together.	  	  	  

	  

Rod	  has	  a	  quote	  from	  the	  bible	  that	  he	  is	  fond	  of	  that	  speaks	  about	  suffering	  being	  a	  fire	  that	  cleanses	  you	  of	  impurities,	  

just	  as	  it	  does	  with	  metal	  in	  a	  forge.	  	  All	  the	  letters	  of	  support	  submitted	  by	  his	  fellow	  inmates	  illustrate	  the	  quote	  and	  

reinforce	  what	  I	  know	  about	  Rod	  -‐that	  his	  compassion	  for	  others	  is	  greater	  now	  than	  ever,	  and	  that	  he	  is	  willing	  to	  go	  

out	  of	  his	  way	  to	  help	  those	  who	  find	  themselves	  at	  the	  same	  place,	  and	  in	  the	  same	  position,	  instead	  of	  wallowing	  in	  

bitterness.	  	  

	  

I	  truly	  believe	  that	  if	  one	  purpose	  of	  Rod’s	  incarceration	  is	  to	  make	  him	  a	  better	  person	  and	  able	  to	  serve	  our	  society	  in	  a	  

more	  selfless	  way,	  that	  has	  been	  accomplished.	  	  I	  also	  truly	  believe	  that	  if	  another	  purpose	  of	  his	  incarceration	  is	  to	  

punish	  him	  for	  his	  actions	  almost	  eight	  years	  ago,	  that	  also	  has	  been	  accomplished	  as	  I	  have	  borne	  witness	  to	  his	  

suffering.	  	  

	  

The	  future	  of	  my	  children,	  family,	  and	  husband,	  lies	  within	  your	  power	  and	  judgment.	  	  	  Please	  reunite	  me	  with	  my	  

husband	  of	  almost	  26	  years	  so	  that	  we	  can	  go	  on	  to	  love	  and	  support	  each	  other,	  and	  raise	  our	  children	  together.	  	  Please	  

let	  Rod	  come	  home	  and	  be	  the	  father	  that	  our	  daughters	  need	  and	  deserve.	  	  Please	  give	  Annie	  the	  chance	  for	  a	  normal	  

happy	  childhood,	  that	  has	  slipped	  away	  for	  Amy.	  I	  am	  pleading	  with	  you,	  indeed	  begging	  you,	  to	  please	  be	  merciful.	  	  	  

	  

Sincerely,	  

	  

	  	  	  Patti	  Blagojevich	  
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Deborah Mell 

 
August 4, 2016 
 
Honorable James Zagel 
Dirksen Federal Building 
219 S. Dearborn St 
Chicago, IL 60604 
 
Dear Judge Zagel: 
 
My name is Deborah Mell. My sister is Patti Blagojevich. I am writing to urge 
leniency in the upcoming resentencing of my brother-in-law.  
 
My relationship and experiences with Rod are different than most.  I’ve seen him 
as a loving father, a devoted husband, and a thoughtful friend. The man I know is 
very different than the one who is caricatured in the press.  
 
I've witnessed his generosity and genuine passion for public service on full 
display. Rod loved helping people, particularly children.  
 
The circumstances surrounding Rod’s indictment, trial, and eventual sentencing 
has devastated the lives of my sister and their two beautiful children.  His 
absence left a huge void within the family. With each passing graduation, 
Christmas morning, and dance recital, the people he loves most in this world 
have had to learn to carry on without him. All that is left is a faint memory of a 
happier time. 
 
Their family will never be the same; the trajectory of their lives forever altered.  

That is why I know deep down in my heart that Rod will forever be regretful of the 
circumstances that have caused him to be incarcerated in the first place.   

I hope you will take this into consideration in advance of his resentencing. I want 
to personally thank you for taking the time to read my letter.  

Sincerely, 

 
Deborah Mell 
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Judge James Zagel

Dirkson Federal Building

219 S. Dearborn St

Chicago, IL 60604

Dear Judge Zagel,

I am writing today to ask for leniency when you resentence my Brother-in-Law Rod Blagojevich. I first
want to thank you for taking the time to read this letter.  I know your time is valuable so I will be brief.

I have spent a good amount of time with my sister and Nieces since the conviction of their Father.  I
have noticed the toll it has taken on them.   I know my nieces have not had one night where they felt
safe since he has been away. Despite what has transpired in your court and in the public arena, I can say
Rod is a loving and devoted Father and Husband.  I know he calls them every night and is trying
desperately to be a part of their lives, but a 15 minute phone call can never replace having him in the
home. Patti does her best to travel to Colorado to visit as much as possible but it is difficult since she is
now the only source of income for the family. I ask that you take this into consideration when you
resentence him.   Thank you again for your time.

Sincerely,

Richard Mell

Richard Mell
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J u d g e J a m e s B . Z a g e l J u ly 1 0 , 2 0 1 6

U n it e d S t a t e s D is t r i c t C o u r t

N o r t h e r n D i s t r ic t o f I l l in o is

2 1 9 S . D e a r bo r n St r e e t

Ch i c a g o , I L 6 0 6 0 4

D e a r J u d g e Z a g e l

I a m w r i t i n g t o r e q u e s t t h a t R o d B la g o j e v ic h r e c e iv e le n i e n c y i n h is s e n t e n c e .

I m e t Ro d i n 1 9 9 2 w h e n w e b o t h r a n a n d w e r e e le c t e d t o t h e I ll i n o i s H o u s e o f

Re p r e s e n t a t i v e s D u r in g t h e t i m e h e w a s a m e m b e r o f t h e I l l i n o i s L e g is la t u r e w e w o r k e d
v e r y c lo s e l y t o g e t h e r o n m a n y i s s u e s s u c h a s w o m e n

'

s r e p r o d u c t i v e r i g h t s , g a y r i g h t s

a n d e a r ly c h i l d h o o d d e v e lo p m e n t
,
t o n a m e a f e w

W h e n h e l e f t t h e I l l in o is H o u s e a n d r a n f o r Co n g r e s s I w a s p r o u d t o b e h i s c a m p a ig n

m a n a g e r . H i s r e c o r d i n S p r i n g f i e l d w a s t h a t o f a le a d e r w h o c a r e d a b o u t e v e r y d a y
p e o p le ,

w h o w o r k e d h a r d t o p a s s b i l ls a n d w h o k n e w h o w t o fo r m c o a li t i o n s t o g e t

t h i n g s d o n e H e c o n v i n c e d m e m b e r s f r o m u n l i k e ly d i s t r ic t s t o s u p p o r t g a y r ig h t s a n d a

w o m a n
'

s r ig h t t o c h o o s e . H e w a s i n s t r u m e n t a l i n r e a c h i n g o u t a c r o s s t h e a i s le t o g a in

s u p p o r t f o r c h il d c a r e f u n d i n g .
B e c a u s e o f h i s s t r o n g l e a d e r s h i p o n s o m a n y p r o g r e s s iv e

is s u e s a n d d e s p it e t h e f a c t t h a t o n e o f h is p r i m a r y o p p o n e n t s w a s a w e l l - r e s p e c t e d

p r o g r e s s iv e w o m a n
,
h i s c o ll e a g u e s

,
a b o u t 1 8 o f t h e m , e n d o r s e d o n l y Ro d . T h e y d id t h a t

b e c a u s e t h e y s a w f i r s t h a n d w h a t h e h a d a c c o m p l i s h e d a n d w h a t h e c a r e d a b o u t

W h i le h e w a s in C o n g r e s s a n d a s G o v e r n o r
,
I w a s a m e m b e r o f h i s k it c h e n c a b i n e t . I n

t h a t c a p a c i t y I w a s p r i v y t o d e c i s io n m a k in g a r o u n d p o l i c y a n d p r o g r a m s a n d I c a m e t o

u n d e r s t a n d s o m e o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t m o t iv a t e d h i m a n d w e r e in h is h e a r t .

I l e a r n e d t h a t h is v a l u e s w e r e v e r y m u c h a f u n c t i o n o f h i s r o o t s . I n t h e y e a r s h i s m o t h e r

w a s a l iv e
,
I b e l ie v e h e s p o k e t o h e r e v e r y d a y . H e n e v e r f o r g o t t h e s t r u g g le s h i s f a m i ly

e n d u r e d t o m a k e e n d s m e e t a n d g i v e t h e ir s o n s a b e t t e r lif e . T h a t r e a l it y i n f o r m e d

a l m o s t e v e r y p o l ic y d e c is i o n h e m a d e .

I n 2 0 0 1
,
Co n g r e s s w a s d e b a t i n g t h e r e a u t h o r i z a t io n o f t h e 1 9 9 6 W e l f a r e R e f o r m B il l .

R o d w a s r u n n i n g f o r G o v e r n o r a t t h e t i m e ,
h is p o li t i c a l c o n s u lt a n t s a l l a r g u e d t h a t h e

n e e d e d t o c a s t a v o t e t h a t w o u ld s h o w h e w a s
"

t o u g h
"

o n w e lf a r e r e c i p i e n t s
,
t h a t t h e

p o l it ic s o f t h e c a m p a i g n d i c t a t e d h e d o t h a t H e d i s r e g a r d e d t h a t p o l it ic a l a d v ic e

b e c a u s e h e t h o u g h t t h a t v o t i n g t h a t w a y w o u ld h u r t p o o r m o t h e r s a n d t h e i r k i d s . H e

c h o s e t o b e o n t h e i r s i d e r a t h e r t h a n o n a p o l it ic a ll y p o p u la r s i d e .

A s G o v e r n o r t h o s e s a m e s e n s i b i li t ie s i n f o r m e d h i s p r io r it i e s a n d b u d g e t s . H e e x p a n d e d

e a r ly c h i ld h o o d e d u c a t i o n
,
h e e x t e n d e d h e a lt h c a r e t o o v e r 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 p o o r f a m i li e s

,
h e

r a is e d t h e m i n i m u m w a g e t w i c e a n d h e c r e a t e d a c h i ld r e n
'

s h e a lt h c a r e p r o g r a m t h a t

w a s n o t o n ly f r e e t o a l l
,
b u t c o v e r e d n o n c it i z e n s a s w e ll . N o n e o f t h e s e t h i n g s w e r e e a s y

a n d m o s t w e r e n o t t h a t p o li t i c a l ly p o p u l a r a t t h e t im e .
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W h e n t h e r e w a s e v i d e n c e o f s i g n if i c a n t a b u s e a t a y o u t h f a c il it y r u n b y a m a j o r r e l ig i o u s

o r g a n iz a t i o n h e w it h s t o o d t h e p r e s s u r e f r o m t h e h e a d o f t h a t r e li g io u s c o m m u n it y a n d

m a n y ,
m a n y p o l it i c i a n s a n d o t h e r i n f l u e n t i a l m e m b e r s o f t h e fa i t h a n d h e w it h d r e w

s t a t e f u n d i n g . H e m a d e t h e d e c is io n t h a t t h e c h i l d r e n
'

s
'

s a f e t y w a s p a r a m o u n t a n d

d i s r e g a r d e d a n a l m o s t c o n s t a n t s t r e a m o f l o b b y i n g f r o m
"

r ig h t e o u s
"

c o m m u n it y l e a d e r s

w h o s o u g h t t o p r o t e c t a n i n s t i t u t i o n a n d n o t t h e c h i ld r e n u n d e r i t s c a r e

W h a t I w is h t o c o n v e y t h r o u g h t h e s e e x a m p le s is t h a t Ro d B l a g o j e v ic h a s a p u b l i c

s e r v a n t h a s d o n e g o o d t h in g s f o r p e o p l e . T h e s u b s t a n t iv e t h i n g s h e h a s a c c o m p li s h e d

s h o u l d n o t b e i g n o r e d H e i s a c o m p li c a t e d a n d c o m p l e x p e r s o n w h o h a s n
'

t a lw a y s

g o t t e n it r i g h t , b u t h e i s n o t j u s t t h e p e r s o n w e a l l h e a r d o n t h e t a p e s .

T h e r e is c l e a r ly a n o t h e r s id e t h a t c a n b e s e e n n o t o n ly t h r o u g h t h e w o r k h e h a s d o n e

b u t a ls o i n t h e l o v e a n d d e v o t i o n h e h a s u n f a i l in g s h o w n t o h i s w if e a n d d a u g h t e r s .

W e a r e n o l o n g e r f r ie n d s ; w e h a v e n
'

t s p o k e n s i n c e A p r i l 2 0 0 8 1d o n o t w r it e t h i s le t t e r

o u t o f f r ie n d s h i p b u t r a t h e r t o d o w h a t I t h i n k i s r ig h t a n d w h a t I t h i n k is f a ir .

I w a n t y o u t o u n d e r s t a n d a s i d e o f R o d B la g o j e v ic h t h a t I d o n
'

t b e li e v e h a s b e e n

d e p i c t e d t h r o u g h t h e t r i a ls . H e h a s p a id a d e a r p r i c e f o r s o m e o f h is a c t i o n s . N o w w h e n

l e n i e n c y c a n b e o f f e r e d I t h i n k t h a t s o m e o f h i s o t h e r
,
m o r e n o b le a c t i o n s s ho u ld b e

t a k e n i n t o a c c o u n t I s i n c e r e l y h o p e t h a t I h a v e b e e n a b l e t o c o n v e y t o y o u h o w d e e p l y I

f e e l t h a t Ro d B l a g o j e v ic h d e s e r v e s y o u r le n ie n c y

Si n c e r e ly ,

a - ^ ^ m t C / <4'

Ca r o l Ro n e n

St a t e S e n a t o r , R e t i r e d
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 Melissa A. Matuzak, Attorney at Law, hereby certifies that the foregoing, 
Defendant’s Supplemental Sentencing Letters, was served on August 8, 2016, in 
accordance with Fed.R.Crim.P. 49, Fed.R.Civ.P. 5, LR 5.5, and the General Order on 
Electronic Case Filing (ECF) pursuant to the district court’s system as to ECF filers. 
 
         
        /s Melissa A. Matuzak  
        MELISSA A. MATUZAK 
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