City of Dallas Urban Forest Advisory Committee
Position Statement
Tree Trimming in Utility Easements
ROUGH DRAFT 

The City of Dallas Urban Forest Advisory Committee was established by resolution of the Dallas City Council to be a permanent and integral part of city government.  The Committee was established to advise city officials and the public regarding all tree and forest related affairs on both private and public property.  
Since over 30% of our urban forest is affected by tree trimming in a utility easement, the Committee has been diligent in researching pertinent facts associated with the issue since its inception in December of 2005.   
Regarding all shade and ornamental trees in the City of Dallas, the position of the Dallas Urban Forest Advisory Committee includes the following:
All shade and ornamental tree foliage, limbs or trunks growing into a utility easement containing transmission or distribution power lines should be trimmed (or pruned) back from the power lines every four years.  The frequency of trimming is not governed by state or federal regulations which allow the City to consider establishing new regulations.  The City Manager is the principal City Officer responsible for oversight and review of all ONCOR Electric Delivery Company LLC operations (City Ordinance 27485, section 2a).   
All tree foliage, limbs or trunks growing into a utility easement should be pruned in a manner that is governed by the individual trees current growth rate as well as the expected response by the tree, given the type of pruning required (side trim, “V” cut, topped or others) and the power line voltage.  The required clearance should be determined by individuals with sufficient knowledge and experience in the field of arboriculture and utility vegetation management.  The goal should be to protect the health of all trees when trimming while following all national pruning standards.  By pruning every four years, most trees would not require more than seven feet of clearance, as previously allowed by ONCOR in the past.  The distance of clearance between power lines and trees is not governed by state or federal regulations therefore no conflict exists should the City Manager consider requiring the practice.  
The “ONCOR arborists” should make every reasonable effort to “meet with citizens to discuss tree trimming issues and concerns” as noted during the ONCOR franchise renewal briefing for City Council on February 4th, 2009.  Since the City Council was told to expect this practice and limited compliance was found in the past, we would urge the City Manager to seek a commitment that can be verified.  
All trimming tools used to trim trees should be disinfected between each homeowner property trimmed and each tree, on all commercial or city properties to prevent the spread of deadly pathogens such as Oak Wilt or Dutch Elm Disease.  Furthermore, all cuts made on live oaks or species in the Red Oak family during the timeframe of February 15th thru June 15th, should be treated to reduce the spread of pathogens.  
Adequate notice to all property owners should be provided along with the opportunity to meet with ONCOR representatives to discuss the details of the trimming before starting any work.  An arborist that is experienced in power line management, customer relations, and is certified by the International Society of Arboriculture, should be available to meet with citizens anytime tree trimming crews are working.  
Future development and redevelopment should make every effort to place power lines underground.  Any electrical equipment (lines, transformers, poles, etc…) that are beyond their usable life expectancy should be replaced as necessary to help ensure reliable power delivery.           
 
_____________________
Mr. Robert Curry,
Chair, Dallas Urban Forest Advisory Committee                             

