We’re hopeful that we can reach an agreement with Blue Cross Blue Shield before the current contract expires Dec. 31.  If we don’t, Texas Health hospitals will still treat people who have Blue Cross insurance but the patient will be responsible for more of the cost.
 
People who are currently in open enrollment can consider insurance companies other than Blue Cross – there’s a list with many options at TexasHealth.org/BCBSQuestions.
 
Our most significant disagreement is not the amount Blue Cross will reimburse us in the next three years, it’s over how Blue Cross wants to pay for care.  Blue Cross wants to give a retroactive cash payment of millions of dollars now instead of reimbursing for care during the term of the future contract.
 
Blue Cross has not been forthcoming about why they won’t budge on this point, so we can only speculate that they are trying to use some of their exceedingly high reserves -- which total more than $7 billion -- before 2011 when new medical loss ratio rules are imposed by the health care reform bill.
 
Our feeling is that if Blue Cross has so much cash in its reserves, they should give a rebate to their customers, the employers and members.  Our reimbursements should be tied to the care we provide during the term of the contract, not some shell game played with other people's money.
 
We are asking for a modest single-digit increase in reimbursement rates that is less than the rate of medical inflation.  That’s necessary to keep pace with the rising cost of things like supplies and drugs and to retain quality nurses and other medical professionals in a very competitive market.
 
Patients can find more information at TexasHealth.org/BCBSQuestions.
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