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FRIENDS OF THE SHERIFF


The FRIENDS OF THE SHERIFF is essentially a virtual crime watch and support website for the Hunt County Sheriff’s Office.  It has been established and continues to function without any County funds of any kind. The Sheriff’s Office has a contact person who provides information to the webmaster and receives crime tips.  The construction and administration of the website is done entirely by volunteers.  

A FRIENDS OF THE SHERIFF bank account was founded by a previous Sheriff, and continued under Sheriff MEEKS.  It was originally named the “Crime Prevention” account.  Sheriff MEEKS changed the account name to FRIENDS OF THE SHERIFF. The purpose and intent of the account is to provide a mechanism whereby citizens can offer support for the Sheriff's Office, its public service goals and law enforcement -- not unlike the North Texas Crime Commission and similar organizations.    At no time did it ever occur to us that continuing to use this established account was in any way wrong.  
Under Sheriff MEEKS there were two occasions where funds when funds were solicited.  The first was in reference to bringing in a special speaker to host a conference provided at no expense to law enforcement or Hunt County. This was in March of 2010. The second was in providing Sheriff’s Office employees an avenue of response when the 22 year old son of a Deputy passed away from cancer.  Contributions from County employees were combined and presented to a scholarship fund in the name of the Deputy’s son in lieu of flowers. This was in March of 2009. The Sheriff’s Office has received scrutiny for both of these occurrences.
Both occasions related to the FRIENDS OF THE SHERIFF account have been for charitable or public service oriented purposes.   All of the account records have been examined by the Hunt County auditor as well as an outside auditor and are available for view by anyone, anytime.
The majority of the funding for the FRIENDS OF THE SHERIFF was provided by one person during the administration of a previous Sheriff.  One donation was brought to the Sheriff’s Office in the MEEKS administration. In mid December of 2009, Sheriff MEEKS had a discussion with this individual and Sheriff MEEKS felt that all parties agreed that the expenditure of this account was discretionary.  Sheriff MEEKS truly regrets any misunderstandings that may have occurred. 
In May of 2010, it was brought to Sheriff MEEKS attention by Hunt County Attorney Joel LITTLEFIELD that the structure and activity of this account could be improved to better comply with the myriad of applicable State and Federal requirements.  The Sheriff’s Office never felt that we had violated any laws, but we unequivocally respected the County Attorney’s opinion and acted upon it. Since that time, May of 2010, all expenditures were suspended and no solicitations have taken place.   

The Sheriff's Office regrets that the fine goals and activities of the FRIENDS OF THE SHERIFF have come under attack by certain elements in our County apparently motivated by intra-county politics. The FRIENDS OF THE SHERIFF will hopefully resume full operation in the near future.
