DMV Statement

Nathaniel Ray Ricci was never linked to Nathaniel Joseph Morris Ricci; the courts updated the conviction on Mr. Nathaniel Ray Ricci’s based on the information law enforcement gave them.  

Mr. Ricci was told that a “controlled record status” has been placed on his driver record, this control will enable DMV to prevent any unauthorized addition of information (including violations) to his record prior to a thorough review.   

Yolo Superior Court Statement

Yolo Superior Court processes over 25,000 infraction tickets a year in a department with 8 employees.  When processing and imputing infraction information into the Court’s database we rely on accurate and legible tickets written by the issuing officer.  For tickets that are difficult to read or have missing information, it is the Court’s practice to conduct an inquiry and name search with the Department of Motor Vehicles (“DMV”).

In Mr. Ricci’s case, the ticket from California Highway Patrol (“CHP”) contained the name of “Nathaniel Morris Ricci”.  The birth date and diver’s license number were both crossed out, re-written and difficult to read.  As per normal business practice the Court conducted a name search with DMV and they came back with a “Nathaniel Ray Ricci” with the same birth year.  We made a mistake.  It was the wrong person.  

This situation is unfortunate.  Mr. Ricci brought the error to the Court’s attention and we immediately corrected the mistake and notified CHP and DMV.      

Response from Assemblywoman Beth Gaines

Assemblywoman Gaines is currently looking into whether or not there is a legislative fix that could be implemented to help prevent this kind of issue in the future that would streamline the process when multiple state agencies are involved in a single issue. New legislation can be introduced during the new 2012 Session, which starts in January, 2012. In the meantime, she wants to reiterate that this is exactly what her office is here for - to help constituents who are having difficulties navigating through various state agencies and state government red tape. 

You are welcome to give out her office phone number (916) 774-4430 or her web site, www.asm.ca.gov/gaines
