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As a result of a letter written by convicted murderer, Wesley Shermantine, an investigation is underway in 
San Joaquin County.  A portion of Shermantine’s letter indicated that Loren Herzog’s photo of many years 
ago was similar in appearance to that of a composite sketch of the suspect in the abduction of Machaela Joy 
Garecht on November 19th, 1988.     The Hayward Police Department has been in contact with the San 
Joaquin County Sheriff’s Office regarding their investigation.   The Hayward Police Department is 
conscientious about the current investigation in San Joaquin County and will do nothing that might 
compromise their investigation.  We will continue to be in contact with their agency and plan to pursue the 
potential connection between Shermantine’s statements and the unsolved abduction of Michaela only when 
it is appropriate.  
 
 
It is important to note that the investigation of Michaela’s abduction has never grown cold in the minds of 
our investigators.  As recent as January of 2012, investigators from the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children, spent one week with Hayward Police investigators to review and prioritize leads that 
continue to come in.  It is our goal today, and has always been, to find the answers surrounding Michaela’s 
disappearance and to be able to provide those answers to Michaela’s mother, family and friends.  
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