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Via Hand Delivery
Honorable John W. Suthers

Attorney General of the State of Colorado
Allisa Hect Gardenswartz

Deputy Attorney General

Consumer Protection Section

1525 Sherman St.

Denver, CO 80203

Via Hand Delivery

Honorable Scott Gessler
Secretary of State

Colorado Department of State
1700 Broadway

Denver, CO 80290

Dear Attorney General Suthers, Secretary Gessler
and Assistant Attorney General Gardenswartz:

This letter is sent on behalf of members of the families of several victims of the Century 16
shooting in Aurora, specifically parents and family members of Micayla Medek, Matthew
McQuinn, Jessica Ghawi, Rebecca Ann Wingo, A.J. Boik, John T. Larimer, Alex Sullivan, Gordon
Cowden, Veronica Moser-Sullivan, Alex Teves and Jonathan Blunk (complete list of family
members attached as Exhibit 1).

These family members respectfully request that the Attorney General and Secretary of State
initiate an investigation using the oversight and enforcement authority granted to your offices
by the Colorado Charitable Solicitation Act and any other applicable law and/or regulation. We
ask that you conduct an investigation of the charitable organization(s) known as “Giving
First”/”Community First Foundation”, for violations of the Colorado Charitable Solicitations Act.
It is additionally requested that all persons within the State of Colorado cease and desist from
using the names and photos of any victim of this shooting in the solicitation of funds or
contributions, without first having obtained written permission from the victim or victim’s
family. This is consistent with the purpose of the Colorado Charitable Solicitations Act.



C.R.S. §6-16-102 describes the legislative intent of the Colorado Charitable Solicitations Act. It
states, in relevant part,

“... fraudulent charitable solicitations are a widespread practice in this state that results
in millions of dollars of losses to contributors and legitimate charities each year. ... The
general assembly further finds that legitimate charities provide many public benefits
and that charitable donations are a direct result in public trust in charities.”

These provisions are intended to assist the Secretary of State in the investigation of alleged
wrongdoings by charities, without having a chilling effect on donors. Under C.R.S. §6-16-111(1),
a person or organization commits charitable fraud if they:

“(b) Knowingly solicits any contribution and, in aid of or in the course of such
solicitation, utilizes the name or symbol of another person or organization without
written authorization from such person or organization for such use (emphasis added);

(c) Solicits any contribution and, in aid of or in the course of such solicitation, utilizes a
name, symbol, or statement which is closely related or similar to that used by another
person or organization with the intent to mislead the person to whom the solicitation is
made that said solicitation is on the behalf of or is affiliated with such other person or
organization;

(i) Represents or causes another to represent that a contribution to a charitable
organization will be used for a purpose other than the purpose for which the
charitable organization actually intends to use such contribution;

() Represents or causes another to represent that a greater portion of the contribution
will go to a charitable organization than the actual portion that will go to such
organization;

(I) Represents or causes another to represent that the solicitor has a sponsorship,
approval, status, affiliation, or connection with an organization or purpose that the
solicitor does not actually have.”

Any person who acts in violation of these statutes is guilty of up to a class 5 felony. C.R.S. §6-
16-111(2)-(5). In addition, C.R.S. §6-16-111(6)(c) authorizes and empowers the Secretary of



State to bring a civil action in any district court in which venue is proper for the purpose of
obtaining injunctive relief.

A Colorado-based charitable organization(s) has used the names and images of victims to raise
funds from the public, without permission or authorization from the victims or their family
members. This organization is called “Giving First”/“Community First Foundation.”

The families listed above believe that “Giving First”/“Community First Foundation” has been
soliciting funds in violation of some or all these provisions. Specifically, funds have been
solicited using the names and photos of the twelve (12) deceased loved ones online via the
Community First Facebook page and additionally on the GivingFirst.org website without written
authorization (see Exhibits 2 & 3). This organization has not only used names and photographs
of the deceased, but have also implied that donations made would be collected on behalf of
and to provide direct assistance to their families. Giving First’s initial disbursement, in the
amount of $100,000, went to 10 area non-profits.

Giving First/Community First Foundation has acknowledged using images of victims in
charitable solicitation campaigns without written permission of the victims’ families. They also
concede that they have raised money from members of the general public who were motivated
to contribute to the support of the victims and their families because of the extraordinarily
tragic circumstances of the Aurora shooting. Their solicitations include a Facebook page and
websites with a link to “click here” to “Support Victims of the Aurora Shooting,” a clear
implication that they are working in conjunction with approval of families and victims, when no
such approval exists or has ever been given (See Exhibit 4). When contacted by a family
member of a victim, Giving First changed the wording on their website link to “Support Aurora
Victim Relief Efforts” (see Exhibit 5). By the end of the week of August 6, 2012, over $4.2
million had been collected in that fund.

These charities have disbursed a portion of the funds collected. The families do not know what
amounts were disbursed or to which non-profits they were sent. They additionally do not know
if these funds were used consistent with the purposes for which contributors intended. In an
attempt to mitigate further victimization of those affected by this tragedy, they seek your
assistance and intervention. Specifically, these families request a determination as to whether
funds collected for the Aurora Victim Relief Fund were commingled with the general funds of
Giving First/ Community First Foundation, as the “Support Aurora Victim Relief Efforts”
donation page appears to no longer deposit funds to the Aurora Victim Relief Fund, but directly
to the Community First Foundation (see Exhibits 6a-6g). Giving First/Community First has also
announced that they will be accepting donations for the Aurora Victims Relief Fund until
October 15, 2012 and that all donations between October 15 and November 15 should be sent



via check to Governor Hickenlooper, who will then give the money raised back to Giving
First/Community First on November 15, 2012. For these reasons, they ask that an audit or
review be conducted by members of your office or a neutral third party and an accounting
provided.

The families of the victims deeply appreciate your attention to this matter. A response to this
request by October 16, 2012 would be appreciated.

Very Truly Yours,
l;.
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Exhibit 1
Complete List of Family Members Requesting Investigation

Greg Medek (Father of Micayla Medek)

Rena Medek (Mother of Micayla Medek)

Amanda Medek (Sister to Micayla Medek)
Marlene Knobbe (Grandmother to Micayla Medek)
Laurin Knobbe (Grandfather to Micayla Medek)
Anita M. Busch (Cousin of Micayla Medek)

Jerri Jackson (Mother of Matt McQuinn)

Sandy Phillips (Mother of Jessica Ghawi)

Lonnie Phillips (Stepfather of Jessica Ghawi)

. Scott Larimer (Father of John Larimer)

. Kathleen Larimer (Mother of John Larimer)

. Theresa Hoover (Mother of Al Boik)

. Dave Hoover (Uncle of Al Boik)

. Cassandra Sullivan (Widow of Alex Sullivan)

. Robert Wingo (Father of Rebecca Ann Wingo’s children)

. Melisa Cowden (Mother of Gordon Cowden'’s four children)
. lan Sullivan (Father of Veronica Moser-Sullivan)

. Robert Sullivan (Grandfather of Veronica Moser-Sullivan)
. Thomas C. Teves (Father of Alex Teves)

. Caren Teves (Mother of Alex Teves)

. Thomas E. Teves (Brother of Alex Teves)

. Nicholas C. Teves (Brother of Alex Teves)

. Chantel Blunk (Widow of Jonathan Blunk)

. Jessica Watts (Cousin of Jonathan Blunk)
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Fram: anitabusch@aol.com
Subjsct: Fwd: Screen shot 2012-08-10 at 3.26.10 PM BAZINGA!
Date: September 5, 2012 9:47:55 AM MDT
fo: melisal@me.com
® 1 Attachment, 98.4 KB

AFTER:

Subject: Screen shot 2012-08-10 at 3.26.10 PM

COMMUNITY, A FIRST

GIVINGFIRST.ORG

& pragram of Cammumily First Foundation

W Giving cat (0 e

Looking for a yeaioon
specific charity?

Want fo give to & type
of charity or cause?

. Victims of the

Atirora Shooting

By organization on (745 site has be
w7y Community First Foundation, a oo

& imprave quality of life in

Seeking a charity
rear you?

ity o 210 Lo CLICK MERE MOW

Screen shot 2012-08-10 at 3.26.10 PM
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m: antabusch@aol.com
- Fwd: Sereen shot 2012-08-17 at 8.40.54 AM BEFORE
. Seplember 5, 2012 9:46:58 AM MDT
Te: melisat@me.com
> 1 Attachment, 79.1 KB

Mefiss:
TR
——--0riginal Message——

From: Caren Teves <carenteves@aol.com>

To: Anita Busch <apifabusch@aol.com>

Sent: Wed, Sep 5, 2012 8:43 am

Subject: Screen shot 2012-08-17 at 8.40.54 AM BEFORE

Locking for 3
specific charity?

Want to give 16 2 fype et r i i
sreherityorcauss?  EEAIGTERTIR )
Relief Efforts

Barry organization on this site has been screened

Seeking a charity ty Commumity First Foundation, a nenprofit
near ?ou? 3 mission is ta improve quality of life in the D

CUICK HERE MOW

Looking for a fundraising
page?

Click herg toleaen m

b4 treating a orofile on tha
Sereen shot 2012-08-17 at 8.40.54 AM
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