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                                                                                                                                              Case Report # 12-044423 
News Release

District Attorney Releases Letter in Reference to Agent’s Death
January 23, 2013
Today, Lakewood Police Chief Kevin Paletta received a letter from the Jefferson County District Attorney’s Office in reference to the November shooting death of Agent James Davies. The letter which is commonly sent after an officer involved shooting, details the findings of the of the District Attorney’s Office after reviewing the investigation into the case. The actual investigation of the shooting is conducted not by the involved agency, but rather by the Critical Incident Response Team (CIRT) or “Shoot Team.” The team consists of investigators from law enforcement agencies in Jefferson County including the District Attorney’s Office.

In the early morning hours of November 9th Lakewood agents were in the area of 19th Avenue & Eaton Street on an unrelated call when they heard gunshots in the area. An investigation determined that the shots were coming from1940 Eaton St. Many additional Lakewood agents as well as officers from at least three other jurisdictions responded. Three people who were in the house were subsequently taken into custody.  Charges have been filed against one of the residents and the case is currently pending with the Jefferson County Courts. At the time it was believed that there may have been a fourth armed suspect involved. As officers searched the area, Agent James Davies was shot and killed by another Lakewood agent, after being mistaken for an armed assailant. 
In his letter to Chief Kevin Paletta, District Attorney Pete Weir explained his reasons for declining to file criminal charges against the agent who fired on Davies. In receipt of the letter, Chief Kevin Paletta said “We appreciate the time and effort put into this case by District Attorney Weir, his staff, and the investigators. We know this decision was a difficult one, and one that was made after a thorough and thoughtful review of the facts.  We will use these findings, along with the findings from an independent panel, in making our internal decisions.  Our thoughts and prayers continue to be with the Davies family.”  

At the direction of Chief Kevin Paletta, a committee has been convened that will now review the entire incident and events that led to Agent Davies’ death. The committee’s goal and objective will be to meticulously examine the tactics, policies, and procedures that were in place at the time of Agent Davies’ death. The committee will then make their findings and recommendations to Chief Paletta and his Command Staff. It is expected that their task will take at least two or three months.

The committee is comprised of the following personnel:
Bob Evans: FBI Supervisory Special Agent.

1986 graduate of the FBI Academy. Some of the many roles he has had for the Bureau include a SWAT operator, Legal Advisor and in 2006 supervised all FBI personnel and operations within Afghanistan. Additionally conducted training for the Afghani military and national police.
Currently assigned to the Denver Division of the FBI where he supervises all FBI personnel and FBI investigative and operational activity in Wyoming.

Sergeant Michael Harding: Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, Tactics and Survival Training Unit. 

26-year veteran of the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, Sgt. Harding currently supervises and oversees Continual Professional Training (CPT) curriculum involving Officer Survival and Tactics Program and CPT Firearms course. Serves as a member of the Executive Force Review Committee reviewing department member use of force and deputy involved shootings. 

Captain Terry Brown: Aurora Police Department, Aurora CO.

19-year veteran of the Aurora CO Police Department, prior to that served 9 ½ years with the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department. As an Aurora Lieutenant he was assigned as the Commander of their Internal Affairs section. In 2009 he was promoted to Captain and continued as the District One Executive Officer. Captain Brown has extensive experience with patrol operations and tactics.
Captain Brown has completed a Master’s of Public Administration Degree from The University of Colorado at Denver and has received extensive senior police executive training while attending the FBI National Academy. 

Chief Louis M. Dekmar: Chief of Police and Chief of Public Safety for the City of LaGrange, Georgia

Louis Dekmar currently serves as a Commissioner and as Chair/President for the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies (CALEA).  In addition, he conducts police management audits, assessments, and use of force reviews and inquiries for law enforcement agencies, recommending modifications in policy, processes, and training to increase efficiencies and reduce agency liability. 

Chief Dekmar has appeared as an expert witness in police legal matters including the reporting and analysis of use of force incidents.

Staff members from The Force Science Institute:

Force Science is the research and application of unbiased scientific principles and processes to determine the true nature of human behavior in high stress and deadly force encounters. Force Science's groundbreaking, reproducible studies address real problems encountered by law enforcement officers on the street and are meticulously documented.

The Force Science Research Center is dedicated to scientifically determining and fully understanding the true physical and psychological dynamics of force encounters by conducting groundbreaking research into officer and suspect behaviors during rapidly unfolding, high-stress confrontations.
Attachments: A copy of the District Attorney’s Letter is attached to the email carrying this release.
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