
 

RAVENS OFFICIALS ON ART MODELL  
 
Ravens Owner Steve Bisciotti:  
 
“He was my friend, my mentor. We will miss him so much. How lucky are all of us to have had Art in 
Baltimore? How fortunate I am to have had him teach me about the NFL. His generosity, his love, his 
humor, his intelligence, his friendship – we were all blessed by this great man. We will strive to live up to 
his standard.”  
 
Ravens General Manager & Executive Vice President Ozzie Newsome:  
 
“Art was a giant in our industry. He was my boss – but he wouldn’t let me call him that – my mentor, 
and most importantly, my friend. He was the most caring, compassionate person I’ve ever known. The 
opportunities he gave me are historic, and I will be forever humble and grateful.”  
 
Ravens Head Coach John Harbaugh:  
 
“By a Providential twist of fate, we came to be friends of Art and Pat Modell and their wonderful family. 
Pat took my wife under her wing and made her feel like they had been friends forever. Art made me feel 
like I could accomplish anything. He was the most encouraging soul I ever came across. He uplifted 
everybody around him. I loved Art, and he loved my family, including my parents. He welcomed us to 
Baltimore with genuine warmth and grace.  
 
“Art continued to be a big part of this great organization. He spoke to our team every year, and he 
interacted with the players and coaches whenever he was here. This was a strong and good man. He 
was a winner in every way. And his humor … He always, in every situation, made us laugh. He is in God’s 
company, along with Pat, and Art is telling some good ones right now!  
 
“It is important to mention some things about Art:  
 
“Art Modell was a visionary who broke barriers to help make the NFL what it is today and to help move 
our society forward in important ways. It was Art’s vision that married the NFL and TV together like 
nothing else in the history of sports and entertainment. He saw it first and drove it home with the 
networks and the league. Art negotiated the first collective bargaining agreement in NFL history. On 
those two accomplishments alone, the NFL moved to the forefront of sport in America. Art also started 
Monday Night Football. How great it is that we are playing in the Monday Night Football opener this 
week? We should all salute him for that. Art was a frontrunner in breaking racial and gender barriers in 
sports. He was ahead of his time and pioneered change for the good. And, Art was a winner. There are a 
multitude of playoff teams and division champions, and he won the Lombardi Trophy right here with his 
beloved Ravens.  
 
“It is often said about those inducted into the NFL Hall of Fame: ‘Can you write the history of the league 

without him?’ The answer with Art Modell is resounding. He was a great leader, but more importantly, 

he was truly a good man.” 


