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AO 91 (Rev. 11/11) Criminal Complaint

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

for the

District of Massachusetts

United States of America
V.

SCOTT J. WOLAS
al/k/a Eugene J. Grathwohl, Allen L. Hengst,
Drew Prescott, Frank Amolsch,
Endicott Asquith, Cameron Sturge

Case No. ’/’ /W‘j“ Zﬂ%Q,M\;Z

St e e N e e

Defendant(s)

CRIMINAL COMPLAINT

I, the complainant in this case, state that the following is true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

On or about the date(s) of from early 2014 to at least 8/2/2016 in the county of Norfolk in the

District of Massachusetts . the defendant(s) violated:

Code Section Offense Description
18 U.S.C. 1343 Wire Fraud
18 U.S.C. 1028A Aggravated ldentity Theft

This criminal complaint is based on these facts:

See attached affidavit of FBI Special Agent Kelly M. Bell

o Continued on the attached sheet.

Kaﬂ&./n M

C ‘omplainant’s signature

Sworn to before me and signed in my presence.

owe: QA& D01

City and state: Boston, MA U.S. Magistrate Judge MARANNE B. BOWLER

Printed name and title
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AFFIDAVIT OF SPECIAL AGENT KELLY M. BELL
WOLAS COMPLAINT

I, Kelly M. Bell, being duly sworn, hereby depose and state as follows:

1. I am a Special Agent for the Federal Bureau of Investigation (“FBI”) currently
assigned to the Boston, Massachusetts Field Office. I have been employed as a Special Agent
for more than twelve years. I am currently tasked with the investigation of economic crimes, and
my previous experience includes investigation of criminal violations including wire fraud, bank
fraud, money laundering, bankruptcy fraud, and mortgage fraud. I have received on-the-job
training as well as FBI-sponsored training courses on these types of investigations. My
investigations and training have included the use of surveillance techniques and the execution of
search, seizure and arrest warrants.

2. This affidavit is submitted in support of a criminal complaint charging SCOTT J.
WOLAS, a/k/a Eugene J. Grathwohl, a/k/a Allen L. Hengst, a’k/a Drew Prescott, a’k/a Frank
Amolsch, a/k/a Endicott Asquith, a/k/a Cameron Sturge, with wire fraud in violation of 18
U.S.C. § 1343 and aggravated identity theft in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1028A.

3. This affidavit is being submitted for the limited purpose of establishing probable
cause to believe that WOLAS violated 18 U.S.C. § 1343 and 18 U.S.C. § 1028A. T have
included only those facts I believe to be necessary to make this showing. This affidavit does not
include each and every fact known to me concerning this investigation. The following facts are
based on my personal participation in this investigation which includes interviews of witnesses,
review of documents, review of bank records, and conversations with other law enforcement

officers.
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Overview of the Fraud Scheme

4. From at least 2009 through 2016, a person identifying himself as Eugene J.
Grathwohl (“Grathwohl”)! was a resident of Quincy, Massachusetts and the principal of a
corporation entitled Increasing Fortune, Inc. Documents on file with the Massachusetts
Secretary of the Commonwealth’s office show that this corporation was established in December
2009 to conduct a real estate business and listed Grathwohl as president, treasurer, secretary and
director. Also during 2009 through 2016, Grathwohl worked as a licensed real estate agent for
Century 21 Annex Realty in Quincy, Massachusetts.

S. From 2014 through 2016, Grathwohl solicited investments in, among other things,
two real estate development projects that he was orchestrating in Quincy:

a. the construction of a single family home at 833 Quincy Shore Drive,
Quincy, Massachusetts; and

b. the development of a commercial property located at 797 Quincy Shore
Drive, Quincy, Massachusets, that was formerly occupied by the
Beachcomber Bar. This property is located next door to the 833 Quincy
Shore Drive property.

6. For each of the investors in these two projects, Grathwohl signed a contract
pledging to pay back the investor’s principal investment plus a share of the profits realized once
Grathwohl sold the property. Through written and/or verbal representations, Grathwohl
promised the investors that their money would be used for construction and other expenses
related to developing both properties. In total, Grathwohl collected more than $1.5 million from

at least 19 investors, but, as detailed later in this affidavit, he used most of the funds on personal

! As described later in this affidavit, the individual identifying himself as Grathwohl was later identified to be Scott
WOLAS, the subject of this complaint.
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and other expenses unrelated to the development of the projects, has drained the bank account of
funds, and has fled Massachusetts.

7. Grathwohl did not own either of these two properties for which he solicited
investments. With respect to 833 Quincy Shore Drive, Grathwohl had an agreement with the
landowner that he could develop the property, and then the two men would share in the profits
once the property sold. In the investment contracts related to 833 Quincy Shore Drive, however,
Grathwohl promised at least 10 investors that they would each receive their principal investment
amount plus a percentage of profits realized from the sale of the property, ranging from 7 to 30
percent. In doing so, Grathwohl pledged to pay out at least 125 percent of the profits earned
from the sale of 833 Quincy Shore Drive. Indeed, the contracts indicate he promised to pay even
more than that as certain contracts left open the percentage of the profit to be realized depending
on the total number of investors.

8. With respect to the Beachcomber property located at 797 Quincy Shore Drive,
Grathwohl presented potential investors with an elaborate plan to build several condominiums
and a boutique restaurant on the site. In return for investments in the Beachcomber
development, Grathwohl promised to pay investors back their principal investment amount plus
a small percentage of the profits realized from the re-sale of the property after development.
Grathwohl told investors that he had family money in a trust fund in Europe and he planned to
use this money toward the purchase of the Beachcomber property.

9. On or about May 4, 2015, Grathwohl signed a purchase and sale agreement to
purchase the Beachcomber property for $1.4 million. The agreement required him to pay
$90,000 into an escrow account and the closing was to occur approximately 60 days later. On

July 25, 2015, after Grathwohl was unable to come up with enough money to finalize the
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purchase of the Beachcomber property, he signed an extension agreement with the current
owner. The agreement required him to pay a non-refundable deposit of $40,000 to be added to
the purchase price of the property, and it allowed the closing date to be rescheduled for
September 9, 2015.

10.  Over the course of the next year, Grathwohl sought at least 11 extensions to the
closing date for his purchase of the Beachcomber property, each time paying between $20,000
and $60,000 in penalties to maintain his purchase and sale agreement with the seller. By
September 2016, Grathwohl had paid $450,000 in penalties to the owner of the Beachcomber
property, thereby raising the purchase price to $1.85 million but getting him no closer to actually
owning the property.

11. In total, Grathwohl collected more than $1.5 million from at least 19 investors in
connection with 833 Quincy Shore Drive and the Beachcomber property. He deposited all of the
money into a Santander Bank account, x-6034, which he opened in the name of Increasing
Fortune Inc. In addition to investors’ money, Grathwohl also deposited the commissions he
earned as a real estate agent into the Santander Bank account.

12.  The signature card for the Santander Bank account indicates it was opened on or
about December 23, 2009, and that Grathwohl provided a date of birth (xx-xx-1944) and a Social
Security number (xxx-xx-0125). Grathwohl also provided a Massachusetts driver’s license,
number S58473784, which bore the same identifiers. Grathwohl was the only authorized signer
on the Santander Bank account.

13. I have reviewed the records of this account. Although it appears that Grathwohl
did pay approximately $350,000 toward construction costs at 833 Quincy Shore Drive, he used

the majority of investors’ money for oses unrelated to real estate development and to pa
yority Yy Ior purp pay
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$450,000 in penalties in order to maintain the appearance that he was in a position to purchase
the Beachcomber property.

14.  For example, from early 2014 through September 2016, Grathwohl spent over
$98,000 to purchase stamps, books, and other collectible items from PayPal. He also spent more
than $50,000 dining out at restaurants and over $6,000 on mailing packages via FedEx, UPS, and
the United States Postal Service. From 2014 through September 2016, Grathwohl withdrew
large sums of cash, totaling more than $600,000, for unknown purposes. Finally, from May
2014 to February 2016, Grathwohl wrote checks totaling more than $300,000 to an individual
who moved some of the money into a foreign currency exchange company and transferred some
of it to people residing outside of the United States. There is nothing to indicate that this
individual is associated with the development of either 833 or 797 Quincy Shore Drive and the
records do not show any of these funds being directed to contractors or the like.

15.  Based on what Grathwohl told them, and what their contracts provided, many of
the investors believed that Grathwohl would complete construction of 833 Quincy Shore Drive
by the end of summer 2016. Therefore, they expected to receive payments around that time. By
early September 2016, however, 833 Quincy Shore Drive was still not complete. Additionally,
the extended closing date for Grathwohl’s purchase of the Beachcomber property was scheduled
for September 15, 2016, and Grathwohl needed to have more than $1 million at closing in order
to acquire the Beachcomber property.

16.  On September 8, 2016, Grathwohl’s girlfriend, with whom he lived in Quincy,
dropped him off at the JFK/UMass MBTA station. She advised me that he told her he was going

on a business trip to raise the remainder of the money needed to purchase the Beachcomber
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property. When his girlfriend dropped him off at the train station, Grathwohl had a duffle bag
and a laptop computer with him.

17. Grathwohl never returned to his home in Quincy, Massachusetts, and he ceased
all contact with his girlfriend, his co-workers, and his investors. To date, Grathwohl has not paid
back any of the nineteen real estate investors’ original investment money, and he has not paid
any returns on investment. After Grathwohl missed the closing for the Beachcomber property on
September 15, 2016, several investors reported Grathwohl to the Quincy Police Department.

18.  There are no funds left in the Santander Bank account. Checks written on the
account started to be returned for insufficient funds on or about September 8, 2016, the date
Grathwohl was dropped off at the MBTA station.

19.  Particular details relating to one of the approximately nineteen investors are set
forth below.

Investor #1

20.  Inor about March 2016, Investor #1 met Grathwoh! when she hired him to act as
the real estate agent for the sale of her condominium in Quincy, Massachusetts. Investor #1 is a
resident of Utah. In June 2016, after the tenants had vacated her condominium, Investor #1 and a
few family members traveled to Massachusetts to clean the unit and make some improvements to
it. In mid-July 2016, Grathwohl came by to take photographs of the unit for the sales listing. At
that time, he started talking to Investor #1 about investing in one of his real estate development
projects.

21.  Grathwohl said that he was already working on construction of the single family
home located at 833 Quincy Shore Drive. He also mentioned that he would be developing the

commercial property next door where the Beachcomber Bar used to operate. Grathwohl took
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Investor #1 out to lunch on multiple occasions to entice her into investing with him. He also had
his driver take them to see The Strand, a cluster of three housing units located close to 833
Quincy Shore Drive that Grathwohl had previously renovated and resold. Grathwohl told
Investor #1 that he was looking for investors to invest at least $100,000, but he would accept a
minimum of $56,000. He promised to pay back Investor #1°s principal plus 50 percent interest
within ninety days.

22.  Investor #1 told Grathwohl that she would not have access to that much money
unless she pulled it out of her Individual Retirement Account (IRA), and then she would have to
return it to her IRA within sixty days to avoid penalties. Grathwohl agreed to pay back her
principal investment plus 50 percent interest within sixty days.

23. Investor #1 decided to invest $98,000 into construction of 833 Quincy Shore
Drive. Grathwohl drew up a draft contract and hand-delivered it to Investor #1 before she
departed Massachusetts and flew back to Utah. Once in Utah, Investor #1 requested changes to
the contract, so Grathwohl made corrections. On July 25, 2016, he emailed a new version to her
which bore his signature. The contract required Investor #1 to invest $98,000, to be provided to
Grathwohl no later than August 2, 2016. The contract also guaranteed that Grathwohl would
repay $98,000 to Investor #1°s IRA account by September 26, 2016, and would deposit $49,000
to her checking account by October 1, 2016.

24.  Investor #1 transferred $98,000 from her IRA to her checking account.
Following wire transfer instructions provided by Grathwohl, on August 2, 2016, she went to her
local Central Bank branch in Utah and initiated a wire transfer of $98,000 to Grathwohl’s
Santander Bank account x-6034 in the name of Increasing Fortune Inc. that was controlled by

Grathwohl in Massachusetts.
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25.  Based on Grathwohl’s oral and written promises, Investor #1 expected that all of
her investment money would be used toward construction of 833 Quincy Shore Drive. From
early August until early September 2016, Grathwohl sent text messages to Investor #1 every
couple of days. The text messages contained updates and photographs of the progress being
made at 833 Quincy Shore Drive. In early September 2016, Grathwohl failed to contact Investor
#1 for several days, so she called Grathwohl’s girlfriend and learned that Grathwohl had
disappeared.

26.  Investor #1 never received any money back from Grathwohl. She incurred a 10
percent penalty for debiting $98,000 from her IRA early and she is unable to afford the income

taxes she now owes.

Existing Charges Against Wolas and
His Use of Aliases

27. Soon after Grathwohl vanished from Quincy, Massachusetts, law enforcement
officials determined that Grathwohl was actually an alias, and the true name of the person who
defrauded the Quincy investors is SCOTT J. WOLAS (“WOLAS”). WOLAS has been a fugitive
since 1997 when he was indicted for 119 counts of fraud and grand larceny by the New York
County District Attorney’s Office. WOLAS had been a practicing attorney in New York but was
disbarred after being charged with soliciting tens of millions of dollars from investors in a
fraudulent liquor exporting scheme. I have been advised that the arrest warrant for the New
York charges remains active.

28.  Quincy Police provided a photograph of the individual who had held himself out
as Grathwohl to the District Attorney’s office in New York. An investigator there who had been
involved in the 1997 New York case identified the photograph as WOLAS. In addition, Quincy
Police obtained a New York driver’s license photo of WOLAS. Quincy Police Detective

8
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Thomas Pepdjonovic showed this photograph of WOLAS to the girlfriend in Quincy and she
confirmed that it was the same person whom she had been living with and knew as Eugene
Grathwohl.

29.  After leaving New York prior to being indicted there, WOLAS traveled to Florida
and assumed the identity of Allen L. Hengst (“Hengst”). Hengst had been WOLAS’ roommate
in college at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. While in Florida, WOLAS (now
known as Hengst) obtained a license to sell securities. In 2001, after law enforcement authorities
determined that Hengst was an alias being used by WOLAS, the Tampa Division of the FBI
obtained an Unlawful Flight to Avoid Prosecution (“UFAP”) warrant in WOLAS’s name.2 By
that time, though, WOLAS had already relocated to Massachusetts.

30.  'WOLAS’s Quincy girlfriend advised that she met him online via Yahoo!
Personals in 2001. At that time, he was using the name Drew Prescott, and he was unemployed.
By 2002, WOLAS had found work as a bartender and changed his name to Frank Amolsch.
WOLAS explained to his girlfriend that he had previously worked for a secret service and was
currently in the witness protection program, so he needed to change his identity periodically.
Finally, by 2009, WOLAS assumed the identity of Eugene Grathwohl and obtained a real estate
license in that name.

31. As aresult of the conduct in Quincy described in this affidavit, the Norfolk
County (Massachusetts) District Attorney’s Office charged WOLAS with embezzlement,
larceny, and identity fraud. Therefore, an arrest warrant for WOLAS was issued in

Massachusetts. I have been advised that this arrest warrant also is currently active.

2 The UFAP warrant for WOLAS’s arrest was dismissed in 2010 and is no longer active.

9
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32.  Asdescribed above, WOLAS, opened the Santander account x-6304, using the
name Eugene Grathwohl and providing a date of birth in 1944 and a Social Security number of
xxx-xx-0125. There is a real person with that name, DOB and SSN. On November 17, 2016,
IRS-CI Special Agent Matthew Coughlin and Quincy Police Detective Thomas Pepdjonovic
interviewed the real Grathwohl, who presently lives in Delray Beach, Florida. The real
Grathwohl advised that he (Grathwohl) knew WOLAS as the ex-husband of a friend of his and
also that he met WOLAS in person on a couple of occasions.

33. In September 2016, Witness #1 met WOLAS on a dating website. By that time,
WOLAS had begun using the alias Endicott Asquith. In October 2016, Witness #1 met WOLAS
in person for dinner on Cape Cod, Massachusetts. After that, they continued to communicate via
telephone and email, and “Asquith” mailed several packages to Witness #1 at her home and at
her workplace. On or about March 24, 2017, Witness #1 received a package from “Asquith” that
contained current photos of him. I reviewed these photos and confirmed that they do, in fact,
depict WOLAS.

34, On or about March 30, 2017, Witness #1 was talking to WOLAS on the phone
and she overheard someone ask him for directions to a place in Delray Beach, FL. She asked if
he was in Delray Beach and WOLAS said he was not, that he was still in Georgia at a training
facility for his clandestine work. Witness #1 told WOLAS she did not believe him and hung up
the phone.

35.  After the telephone conversation described above, WOLAS texted Witness #1 and
asked that she meet him in person that weekend. When she asked whether the meeting would be
in Delray Beach, he said yes, and the two agreed to talk again on March 31, 2017. During the

later phone conversation, WOLAS told Witness #1 that he was going to “come clean.” He

10
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admitted that he was not Endicott Asquith and that his true name is Scott WOLAS. WOLAS said
he was currently using the name Cameron Sturge. WOLAS encouraged Witness #1 to Google
him and the Beachcomber real estate deal to find out more about him.
Conclusion
36.  Based on the foregoing, I submit there is probable cause to believe that SCOTT J.
WOLAS has committed the crimes of wire fraud, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1343, and
aggravated identity theft, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1028A.

Kbl /Neal

KdummBgl
Special Agent, FBI

Sworn and subscribed to before me this k day of April 2017, at Boston, Massachusetts

MAR(leiit
UNITED\STATE

11
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©JS 45 (5/97) - (Revised U.S.D.C. MA 3/25/2011)

Criminal Case Cover Sheet U.S. District Court - District of Massachusetts_
Place of Offense: Category No. I Investigating Agency ~ FBI&IRS
City  Quincy Related Case Information:
County _Norfolk Superseding Ind./ Inf. Case No.

Same Defendant New Defendant

Magistrate Judge Case Number 17-MJ-2046-MBB

Search Warrant Case Number 17-MJ-2045-MBB
R 20/R 40 from District of

Defendant Information:

Defendant Name  SCOTT J. WOLAS Juvenile: [:l Yes No
Is this person an attorney and/or a member of any state/federal bar: I:l Yes No(diskacred)
Alias Name Eugene J. Grathwohl, Allen L. Hengst, Drew Prescott, Frank Amolsch, Endicott Asquith, Cameron Sturge
Address (City & State) unknown
Birth date (Yr only): 1949 SSN (last4#): 2297 Sex M Race: white Nationality:
Defense Counsel if known: Address

Bar Number

U.S. Attorney Information:

AUSA  _SandraS. Bower Bar Number if applicable ~_787700 (Florida)
Interpreter: |:| Yes No List language and/or dialect:
Victims: Yes DNO If yes, are there multiple crime victims under 18 USC§3771(d)(2) D Yes No
Matter to be SEALED: Yes [] No

Warrant Requested D Regular Process |:| In Custody

Location Status:

Arrest Date

I:lAIready in Federal Custody as of in

I:'Already in State Custody at DServing Sentence Dwaiting Trial
|-_—,On Pretrial Release:  Ordered by: on

Charging Document: Complaint Dlnformation |:| Indictment

Total # of Counts: I:]Petly — DMisdemeanor — Felony

Continue on Page 2 for Entry of U.S.C. Citations

I hereby certify that the case numbers of any prior proceedings before a Magistrate Judge are
accurately set forth above.

Date:  April 4,2017 Signature of AUSA: @Q_,V\&AQ c§ m
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JS 45 (5/97) (Revised U.S.D.C. MA 12/7/05) Page 2 of 2 or Reverse

District Court Case Number (To be filled in by deputy clerk):

Name of Defendant SCOTT J. WOLAS

U.S.C. Citations
Index Key/Code Description of Offense Charged Count Numbers
Wire Fraud
Set1 18 USC 1343
Aggravated Identity Theft

Set2 18 USC 1028A

Set 3

Set 4

Set s

Set 6

Set 7

Set 8

Set9

Set 10

Set 11

Set 12

Set 13

Set 14

Set 15

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
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