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Worcester County District Attorney's 0ffice
c/o Assistant District Attorney feffrey Travers
225Main Street # G301
Worcester, MA 01608

Mary P. Murray, Supervising Counsel
Department of Corrections
Massachusetts Treatment Center
30 Administration Road
Bridgewater, MA 02324

TDL: 5Oa-993-Ol3f
IìAX: 5O8-2O7-9747

RE: Disclosure and Matters of Confidentiality

Dear Attorneys Travers and MurraY:

The undersigned write on behalf of the Estate of Aaron Hernandez, and Shayanna I.

f enkins Hernandez and Avielle Hernandez, individually and collectively for purposes of this

letter "the family."

On April !9,20L7, Mr. Hernandez was discovered deceased in his cell at the Souza-

Baranowski Correctional Center in Shirley, Massachusetts. Your offices conducted an

investigation in conjunction with various state agencies into the death of Mr. Hernandez

and have characterized his death as a suicide'

Pursuant to your investigation, you obtained various personal effects and writings
from Mr. Hernandez's cell including writings made by Mr. Hernandez. It is our

understanding that the state police, correctional officials and the medical examiner all have

had access to the same personal effects and writings you obtained.

We are cognizant that the examination of certain of these personal effects and

writings were relevant to your investigation into the circumstances of Mr. Hernandez's

death. Notwithstanding the relevancy of any such personal effects and writings to your

investigation, the family has an absolute right to privacy in all personal property and

writings during and after the investigation.

Unfortunately, snippets of the contents of these notes and the findings of the

investigation have been leaked to the press. Attached is a small sample of information in
the public domain attributed to officials associated with your agencies. Although most of
the leaked information is false, the media credits such information because the leaks come
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from individuals with positions in government and law enforcement who are under your
control.

Individuals within the government who are leaking such information are in
violation of the policies and procedures of their respective agencies and should be
immediately terminated. In addition, such individuals and agencies under your custody
and control are violating the law, including, but not limited to:

1) General Laws chapter 214 section lb:

"A person shall have a right against unreasonable, substantial or serious interference with
his privacy. The superior court shall have jurisdiction in equity to enforce such right and in
connection therewith to award damages."

2) MASS G.L. c. 268 Section 6A: False written reports by public officers or employees:

"Whoever, being an officer or employee of the commonwealth or of any political
subdivision thereof or of any authority created by the general court, in the course of his
official duties executes, files or publishes any false written report, minutes or statement,
knowing the same to be false in a material matter, shall be punished by a fine of not
more than one thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not more than one year, or
by both such fine and imprisonment [emphases added).

[c) The record, document, or other object need not be admissible in evidence or free of a
claim of privilege.

(d) A prosecution under this section may be brought in the county where the official
proceeding was or would have been convened or where the alleged conduct constituting an
offense occurred."

3) MASS G.L. c. 268Æ CONDUCT OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES: Section
23: Supplemental provisions; standards of conduct:

"Section 23. (a) In addition to the other provisions of this chapter, and in supplement
thereto, standards of conduct, as hereinafter set forth, are hereby established for all staLe,
county, and municipal employees.

I]
[2) improperly disclose materials or data within the exemptions to the definition of public

records as defined by section seven of chapter four, and were acquired by him in the course l

of his official duties nor use such information to further his personal interest.

t.l
(e) Where a current employee is found to have violated the provisions of this section,

appropriate administrative action as is warranted may also be taken by the appropriate
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constitutional officer, by the head of a state, county or municipal agency. Nothing in this
section shall preclude any such constitutional officer or head of such agency from
establishing and enforcing additional standards of conduct. "

4) General Laws chapter 25Bb section 3 grants victims the right to request
confidentiality in the criminal justice system:

"To provide victims a meaningful role in the criminal justice system, victims and witnesses
of crime, or in the event the victim is deceased, the family members of the victim, shall be
afforded the following basic and fundamental rights, to the greatest extent possible

tl
(h) for victims and witnesses, to be informed of the right to request confidentiality in the
criminal justice system. Upon the court's approval of such request, no law enforcement
agency, prosecutor, defense counsel, or parole, probation or corrections official may
disclose or state in open court, except among themselves, ,.. The court may enter such other
orders or conditions to maintain limited disclosure of the information as it deems
appropriate to protect the privacy and safety of victims, victims' family members and
witnesses [...]"

Notwithstanding our repeated requests for your agencies to cease and desist, the
dissemination of Mr. Hernandez's personaì information and writings continues to cause the
family severe emotional distress during an already difficult period.

We ask your respective agencies, agents, and employees to cease providing Mr.
Hernandez's confidential information to the press and from leaking erroneous and harmful
information. To the extent that you continue sharing such information with members of the
press, we will pursue any and all remedies to protect our clients from further harm.

We are available at any time to meet with you to discuss the information you intend
to publically disclose in an effort to accommodate your responsibilities while also
considering with our clients'legal right to pnvacy.

Finally, we are aware that you have in your possessions writings by Mr. Hernandez
addressed to his attorneys dated prior to the date of his death. The estate has not waived
its privilege with respect to such communications. See Matter of lohn Doe Grand Iury
Investigation, 408 Mass 480, 482-83 (1-990) (stating that the attorney-client
privilege survives the death of a client). To remedy your violation of the attorney-client
privilege, we hereby demand that the originals of such communications be provided to the
defense team, and any and all copies of such writings within your custody or control be
accounted for and destroyed.

Please noti$z this office in writing that you have complied with our requests. The
family appreciates your immediate attention to these matters.
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Very truly yours,

ffi
George f. Leontire, Esq.
BBO No. 294270
Leontire & Associates, P.C.

32 William Street
New Bedford, MA A2740
(s08)-9e3-0333

Ronald S. Sullivan, fr., Esq.
DC Bar #45158
32 Mill Street
Cambridge, MA 02138
(617) 496-4777

Jose Baez, Esq.
The Baez Law Firm
FL Bar #0013232
40 SW 13th Street, Suite 505
Miami, FL 33130

[305) ee9-5100
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